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it changes its specificity, if such a change, i.e. a descent, is otherwise assumed ; and if, supposing it to be assumed, it is treated in a way different from the typically materialistic1 or substantially insufficient.2
It follows that in our exposition a man like Cuvier cannot be more than barely mentioned : for though he is " vitalistic " in the fundamental physiological questions, he is not independent. This fact is not surprising considering the substantially different sphere of his work : in general he declarer himself in agreement with the theories of Bichat.
Even Goethe's views on the philosophy of nature, which, as is well known, deal particularly with the concept of " type,'? but in which the word " en-telechy" is also found here and there, cannot be more than mentioned here : they have hardly meant any discernible progress for the history of vitalism. Nor can we do more than refer to
1 As, for instance, by the Neo-Darwinians.
2 As such must be reckoned the theory of descent promulgated by Jean Lamarck (Philosophic zoologique, Paris, 1809), though it contains many valuable ideas.    It is a purely fictitious construction, and no proof is offered.    At the foundation of the formation of types, Lamarck puts a " law of organisation," which he does not define further :  use and disuse only make irregular the regular stages foxmded on this law.    The question of tho modus operandi of use and disuse (the effects of which he wrongly imagines to be inherited), is left unconsidered by Lamarck : otherwise he would have recognised at any rate its teleologieal or adaptive character, as Samuel Butler, August Pauly and other " Neo-Lamarckians " have most decidedly done in recent times. What he says about organic life in general is unimportant, and he confuses condition (heat, electricity) with the essence of the matter.    For the rest he really admits an autonomy of vital processes, and probably only combats the vitalistic theory out of  dread   of   introducing  supernatural  factors; but his views here are far from clear.